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THE BATTLE OF KAPYONG
70TH ANNIVERSARY - APRIL 24/25, 1951

During the Korean War, which has been called a “Conflict,” a “Police Action,” and by many
others in particular its veterans, “The Forgotten War,” the BATTLE of KAPYONG stands out
as most pivotal in terms of the final outcome of the war. If the Chinese Communist Forces
had prevailed, the South Korean capital city of Seoul a few miles away through the Kapyong
River Valley, would have fallen to the invading forces for a second time. This would have
been a costly defeat for South Korean and United Nations forces. The future of the United
Nations, United States lead intervention, was in serious jeopardy.

HILL 677, near KAPYONG, the site of the crucial and decisive defensive battle, was occupied
by the Second Battalion, PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY. 700 strong at
that time, under the command of Lt. Col. Jim Stone, a World War 2 infantry veteran, 2 PPCLI
held their positions on the hill against fanatical waves of attacks by an estimated 5,000 to
6,000 Chinese Communist Forces.

Defending the “knob” with machine gun fire, grenades, artillery and mortar fire, including
hand to hand fighting amid the horror of close-combat warfare, for around 10 hours, 2 PPCLI
maintained control through-out the darkness until the assaulting forces had been stopped.

This gallant stand by the battalion in its defensive strategy by Lt. Col. Stone, and reactions
during the battle, along with the initiative of Lt. Mike Levy, who called for and directed the
“Danger Close Fire” on his own location, were highlights of the battle.

This short but very intense and strategic battle was recognized by the Government of Canada,
and in doing so, resulted in the Battle Honour “KAPYONG” being awarded to the PPCLI.

The following compilation illustrates a cross section of the 2nd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry, before, during the Battle of Kapyong, and afterwards, with a touch
of the present.
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. Pats Observe Easter Near Korea Front
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2 PPCLI-Toronto Telegram April 3, 1951. Easter Service at Chip-Yong-Ni Korea , March, 1951

Transcribed below are the 2 PPCLI war diary entries from April 24 and 25, 1951:

Tac Hq APP McK
24 Apr

MR 699926. Tac Hg and the mortars were in position by 0400 hrs. Coys dug in as rapidly as
possible in preparation for heavy attacks that were expected that night. Throughout the day
reports continued to come in from the forward Coys of an enemy build-up all along the battalion
front.

By 0730 hrs elements of the 118 CCF Div had infiltrated the Bde area at least as far as the village
of TUNGMUDXE MR 703922 and to meet this threat Lt-Col Stone moved B Coy from its extended
position ahead of D Coy, up to the hill feature protecting the back door to the battalion area. B
Coy was in position on the hill feature at MR 706927 by 1100 hrs.

Tanks of 72 tank coy by this time engaged in supporting the withdrawal of the 3 RAR and
evacuating their wounded opened fire on B Coy as they occupied the hill feature, wounding one
man slightly. By 1300 hrs continual reports were coming in from B Coy of increasing enemy activity
in the area of the village of NAECHON at MR 708928. B Coy continued to prepare it’s newly
occupied position as rapidly as possible in anticipation of an attack that night.

At approximately 2130 hrs Major C.V. Lilley MC, OC B Coy reported a concentration of 400

Chinese on the flat ground below hid forward platoon position and asked for arty and mortar
concentrations on this area, by 2200 hrs the forward platoon commanded by Lt. H. Ross was being
engaged with increasing ferocity and by 2230 hrs Major Lilley reported that his forward platoon
had been partially over-run and was pulling back into the main Coy defence area vicinity MR
700927.
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By 2300 hrs the greater part of the over-run platoon had managed to return to the Coy defence
perimeter. Due to the fierce nature of the fighting, the darkness, and confusion of the withdrawal
exact casualty figures were difficult to obtain.

At the same time as the attack was in progress on B Coy positions a small body of Chinese
attempted to infiltrate the battalion area by approaching up the valley behind Tac HQ. The
machine guns of the mortar platoon engaged this enemy and succeeded in beating off this threat,
with unknown results. Shortly afterwards a large body of Chinese were seen fording the KAPYONG
RIVER MR 702919. The bright moonlight silhouetted the Chinese and gave the 50 calibre machine
guns on the half-tracks a good target.

Moose Jaw Times Herald March 15, 1951.
C Company Advances Into the Hills — February 24, 1951

Tac Hq APP McK
25 Apr

At 1030 hrs D Coy reported considerable movement in their Coy area, particularly in the

10 platoon area, and called for arty and 81 Mortar DF fire. By 0200 it was apparent that a
considerable force, later estimated at 200 men, was moving against D Coy. The axis of their attack
lay along the ridge line leading to Hill 677 from the West. 10 platoon commanded by Lt MG LEVY
was the western-most platoon of the Coy and by 0230 hrs was heavily engaged from 3 sides

by an overwhelming number of Chinese. The attack developed so rapidly and attained such a
momentum that the MMG section supporting 10 platoon from 12 platoon was over-run and the
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gun temporarily lost to the enemy. In this brief action both members of the MMG crew were killed
at their gun which was later recovered was found to have an unexpended portion of the belt still
in position. Without the support of this MMG section the position of 10 platoon would have been
even more desperate than it was.

By 0300 hrs 10 platoon was cut off and 12 platoon was completely over-run and had withdrawn
to Coy HQ. Lt MG LEVY asked for close in mortar and arty support. The acting Coy Commander,
Capt JGW MILLS, realizing that his outnumbered Coy must have some relief called for the support
requested by Lt LEVY bringing fire to bear very close to his own Coy positions. Most of this fire
was concentrated on the most heavily engaged platoon of the Coy. This stragem was successful in
driving off the attacking Chinese however, the Chinese continued to engage D Coy until 0700 hrs.

The Chinese continued to attempt an infiltration of the battalion area through D Coy despite the
arty and mortar fire. Each time arty engaged them they were forced to withdraw, but continued to
engage D Coy with accurately sighted MMG and Mortar fire. With the approach of day light, the
Chinese withdrew and 12 platoon re-established its position between Coy HQ and 10 platoon.

Throughout the day the Chinese continued to maintain their harassing fire on 10 platoon and the
remainder of D Coy. Supplies were brought up under fire and at one time it was thought that 10
platoon would have to be withdrawn from its exposed position, but at last light 10 platoon was still
on the lonely hill well out from the rest of the company. Chinese long-range AW fire made the Coy

Moose Jaw Times Herald March 15, 1951.C Company Riflemen Pick up Rations- March 1951
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position uncomfortable throughout the day and night, but by the next morning Chinese pressure
was completely removed and remained so until the battalion was relieved.

MR 699926, Pte BARWISE risked his life leading Lt WHITTAKER’S platoon from C Coy in a successful
attempt to recapture the MMG lost the previous night.

With the battalion surrounded and in need of supplies and ammunition Col STONE called for an air
drop the air drop took place at 1030 hrs and was very successful. Supply trains were organized and
deliveries were made to the Coys as rapidly as possible.

By 1400 hrs patrols from B Coy reported the road at the base of the battalion position clear of the
enemy and Lt Col JR STONE requested that further supplies and reinforcements be brought up by
vehicle as rapidly as possible.

The Coys continued to improve their positions in case of a delay of the battalion’s relief and in
anticipation of continued Chinese attack.

Elements of the 1st Cav Div were to move up the valley and counter-attack briefly in the area
NORTH of our present position. Probable date of the 28th Brigade relief is the 26 Apr 51.

Enemy activity on the battalion front was limited to light patrolling without any penetration of the
battalion perimeter.

With the relief of the 1 A and SH by the 1 KOSB to-day the change-over from the 27th to the
28th BCB is complete. In a special order of the day, Brigadier BA Burke turned over to 28 Brigade
and commended the traditions of 27 Brigade and of those units of the Commonwealth Forces
remaining with 28 Brigade in Korea.

At 1900 hrs warning order was received from 28 Brigade for the proposed withdrawal on the 26
Apr 51.

Capt DR HARRISON promoted to Major, Coy Commander of C Coy.

B Company - 2 PPCLI Advancing — March 1, 1951
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B Company- 2 PPCLI On Patrol- Early March 1951

- -

2 PPCLI- Defensive Strategy March 31, 1951
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Recipients of Decorations for Bravery at KAPYONG

Lt. Col. JR Stone

2 PPCLI Commanding Officer 2nd Bar for Distinguished Service Order DSO
Capt. JGW Mills 1h

A/Coy Commander - D Coy Military Cross MC
M 800148 Pte. WR Mitchell Distinguished Conduct Medal DCM

B Coy - 6 Platoon

M 800036 Pte. K Barwise
D Coy - 12 Platoon - 60 mm Military Medal MM
Mortar Section

M 800022 L/Cpl. S Douglas
Pioneer Platoon

Military Medal MM

In November 2003 he was presented with a Personal Coat of
Lt. MG Levy Arms in recognition of his heroism at KAPYONG by Governor
d Coy - 10 Platoon Commander General Adrienne Clarkson on behalf of the Government of
Canada. “Mike Levy Tribute - | Have Prevailed”

There were numerous individual acts of combat intensive bravery by members of 2 PPCLI and it could be
considered that other “Pat’s” personnel were deserving of official recognition for outstanding courage.
The battle casualty list included 10 (12) men killed, and 23 (35) wounded, under combat conditions
from 2130 hrs on the 24th to 0900 hrs on the 25th. (April 23-April 25). The twelve soldiers killed at
Kapyong are as follows: Private MS Carr, age 29; Corporal GR Evans, age 23; Private LT Fielding, age 23;
Private LP Gladu, age 19; Private CA Hayes, age 21; Private JM Lessard, age 23; Corporal E MacAshill,
age 23; Private BM Macdonald, age 20, Private WJ Marshal, age 22; Private RGH Tulver, age 26; Private
RL Walker, age 23; Private TB Wotton, age 22.

Honourable mention must be made of the 16th Field Regiment, Royal New Zealand Field Artillery,
(RNZA) for without their dedicated and pin pointed artillery fire, the battle outcome would have been
negative for the defence of the Kapyong Valley and the route back to Seoul, let alone the 2nd Battalion
PPCLI, and the United Nations efforts to save South Korea.

Private Kenneth Barwise Acting Corporal Smiley Douglas MM
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Lt. Mike Levy, was instrumental in recommending Private Ken Barwise for the MM for his outstanding
courage during the battle. He received the award in February 1952.

April 27,1951

Captain Wally Mills,
D Company,

gives withdrawal
instructions to

Lt. John Pearson,
Lt. Hub Gray and

Lt. Mike Levy

16 FIELD REGIMENT’S KOREAN EFFORTS RECOGNISED

Lt. Col. M Boggs, Commanding Officer of 16 Field Regiment, has been presented with a citation by
the Republic of Korea’s Minister of Patriots and Veterans Affairs Hon Sung Choon recognizing the
regiment’s service and heroism during the Korean War. From the 22-25 April 1951, massed waves of
communist soldiers were repulsed using a combination of infantry holding ground and artillery fire
support. At times gun fire was directed onto friendly infantry positions as it was the only way to break
up attacks, and by 26 April the communist forces had withdrawn.

nzdf.mil.nz/news/media-releases/2011
May 27, 2011

PTE. W.R. MITCHELL

Crossfield Chronical

October 25, 1951 (6)

MANITOBA SOLDIER TOPS LIST FOR BRAVERY AWARD IN KOREA
One-Man Army

OTTAWA -- A one man army who fought until he could hardly stand topped the names on a list of five
Canadians decorated for gallantry in Korea. He is Pte. Wayne Robert Mitchell of Virden, Man., a 21 year
old former Hydro worker whose "extra-ordinary courage" in helping fight off an overwhelming Chinese
attack during their April offensive brought him the coveted Distinguished Conduct Medal.

Four other men with 25th Brigade units -- Mitchell is a member of the 2nd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry -- were awarded the Military Medal. In addition, 11 officers and men, all but
one still alive and in Korea, were given Mentions in Dispatches. Citations for the five gallantry awards
all bespoke unusual bravery under fire but the gallantry of Mitchell was tops.
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Despite two wounds, he Bren-gunned one "overwhelming’ Red assault to a
halt largely by himself, carried a wounded man to safety despite a wound of his
own, rushed a Chinese position firing the Bren from the hip to relieve a group
of wounded men who were pinned down, covered his platoon’s withdrawal
by moving from place to place under fire, and refused to be evacuated after
four enemy assaults. He stayed at his post through that long night of April 25
at KAPYONG, close to his Bren. "At daylight," said the citation, "Pte. Mitchell
could hardly stand for the loss of blood." He was flown back to medical care
by helicopter.

The Military medal winners included three artillerymen, all of them drivers
for forward observation officers, the men who go up with the infantry to see
that they get supporting gunfire when they need it.

Private W R Mitchell DCM

W.R. Mitchell
Awarded DCM
for
Extra-Ordinary
Courage

BILL BOSS C.P. Staff Writer With the Canadians in Korea

When the war in Korea broke out in 1950 Boss became the leading Canadian journalist and largely
shaped the Canadian perception of the war, as many Canadian newspapers at the time relied heavily on
the Canadian Press for their coverage. Boss was sent to Busan, South Korea with the Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry and immediately wanted to diminish his reliance on military authorities so
that he could go to the places we wanted to report from, without censorship. Boss acquired copious
amounts of Scotch, which he traded for a tent, generator, trailer and Jeep (later known as the "CP
Jeep") so that he was able to travel separately from the military. Boss went on to cover every battle in
the Korean War involving Canadian forces, including the Battle of Kapyong, the Battle of Chaum-ni and
the Battle of Maehwa-San.
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Two Newspaper Accounts of The Battle by Bill Boss Follow:

COLONIST
April 26, 1951 (5)

Bill Boss, Canadian Press correspondent with the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry in Korea,
writing the first detailed report on today’s action. Under censorship regulations he cannot at the
moment mention Canadian troops, the Patricia’s, or the home town of the man he interviews.

(Editor’s note -- Though censorship regulations forbid correspondents in the field mentioning it, it
is presumed Mr. Boss, Canadian Press correspondent in Korea, refers in this article to the Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry).

By BILL BOSS

WEST CENTRAL SECTOR, KOREA. April 25 (C.P.) United Nations mountain warriors won their spurs
today, holding their front and refusing to budge even though outflanked and encircled. It was a knock-
down, drag-out battle with wave upon wave upon wave of Chinese Communists who did everything
but drive them from their positions.

These United Nations troops are on the West Central sector northeast of Seoul. Look at any up-to-
date battle map and the thick burr of resistance to the Communist onslaught is in the centre. Cut off,
encircled, these United Nations troops fought on and by late morning today had cleared the enemy
from their rear, had beaten him off their flanks and held him on their front.

FAMILIAR PROCEDURES

The Chinese employed all their familiar battle procedures in the attack -- whistles, bugles, a banzai
chorus, concerted action on the word of command and massed assaults followed one another in swift
succession. This was familiar only by description for these United Nations troops who until now had
fought mainly an advancing war against token resistance. Now it was grim reality.

But they held. While others on the flanks were overwhelmed by sheer weight of numbers, they stayed
steady as rocks. The Red’s attack materialized in force at 10 p.m., Tuesday. One sergeant said of the
enemy soldiers: ‘They’re quiet as mice with those rubber shoes of theirs and then there’s a whistle.
They get up with a shout about ten feet from our positions and come in.

The first wave throws its grenades, fires its weapons and goes to the ground. It is followed by a second
which does the same, and a third comes up. Where they disappear to | don’t know. But they just keep
coming."

On the position held by that sergeant’s company the Chinese kept coming until 4 a.m. By then the
forward platoon had exhausted almost its ammunition. The sergeant hurled his bayonetted rifle like
a spear at his enemy. While two gunners stood up and gave covering fire from the hip, the remainder
withdrew — but only 50 yards. There the company continued the fight, dividing the remaining
ammunition and holding out until the enemy pressure relented.

| counted 17 dead Chinese within inches and feet of those troops today and approximately 50 graves
of enemy buried in the heat of battle. There were uncounted enemy dead where an intended rear and
flank attack was thwarted. Another company fought at close quarters against waves of Chinese troops.
This company shot and grenade the enemy until its ammunition ran out.
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Then a young captain fighting his first action as company commander gave the order: "Get into your slit
trenches. Get well down. Stay there." He then demanded artillery and mortar fire. Guns and mortars
rained hell on that hill from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. today. And when it was over the Chinese had had enough.
They withdrew down northward and dug in only 100 yards away.

UNKNOWN NEWSPAPER
April 26, 1951

EPIC ACCOUNT OF CANADIAN STAND WHICH STOPPED RED ATTACK COLD

(The following account of Canadian action in Korea was delayed by censorship which prevented the
release of unit identification during a critical period.)

By BILL BOSS C.P. Staff Writer - With the Canadians in Korea.

(CP) -- Canadians fought until their ammunition was exhausted, then hurled their rifles with bayonets
attached like spears into the attacking Chinese when the 2nd battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry stopped the latest Chinese offensive cold in its tracks in Korea’s west central sector.

Brunt of the initial attack was borne by a company under Major Vince Lilley of Hamilton, when the
Chinese advanced wave upon wave to storm the Canadian positions. The Canadians were guarding
the approaches to the vital Chun-chon-Seoul highway, in the hills three miles to its north and near the
villages of Kail and Cheryoung.

Major Vince Lilley - B Company Commanding Officer,
nicknamed “The Black Prince”

During the Battle of Kapyong he is reputed to
“be everywhere, constantly moving about

the company positions, checking on his platoons,
inspiring his men.

Lilley’s example is an inspiration

to every man under his command;

his calm attitude under fire

reinforces the confidence

of harassed troops.”

They took their positions when the Chinese troops were streaming back from a front that had sagged
20 miles in the initial 25 hours, a retreat so disorganized that the vanguard of the Chinese force got in
among them and into the holding positions established by the 27th British Commonwealth Brigade.

BOGGED DOWN ultimately by a stubborn British and Australian stand, April 24th, the Chinese diverted
their weight in the sector to an assault on the hills held by the Patricia’s. The first slit trench attacked
in the sector was commanded by Cpl. G.R. Evans. It was on the hump of a hog’s back spur occupied by
a platoon under Lieut. Harold Ross of St. Catherines, Ont., and jutting out from the main line of Lilley’s
ridge.
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(Cpl. Evans, who enlisted in Vancouver and whose next-of-kin live in Norwich, Norfolk, England, was
reported killed in action in a casualty list issued at Ottawa May 1. Lieut. Ross apparently had recovered
from wounds suffered earlier in the campaign. He was listed as wounded in the first Korean casualty
list issued at Ottawa, March 2. It listed his next-of-kin as his father, Henry Ross, Winnipeg.)

Said Sgt. Roy Ulmer of Castor, Alta., Ross’ platoon sergeant: "Just before dark we saw them coming out
of the hills to the north. But once night fell, we lost sight of them. "They’re good night fighters, and are
well on top of you with those rubber shoes of theirs before you know it; quiet as mice. "They came in
on Evans first. He spotted them just as the first wave was coming in. He put up a fire fight that lasted
an hour and held them off.

"THEN THEY tried McLennan’s (L/Cpl. Neil McLennan of Ottawa). They got on top of Mac’s and he
opened up and held them off until one of his men was hit in the stomach with a grenade. All the time
they were mortaring us — just to keep us interested. Mac’s men brought the wounded man back to
platoon headquarters, where they jumped into the slit trenches and fought with us from there."

Still sleepy after the battle, grimy and unshaven, Ulmer, a former company-sergeant-major with the
Loyal Edmonton Regiment during the Second World War, continued: "They would keep on coming in
waves. Just like the description we’d heard. "There’s a whistle, they get up with a shout about ten feet
from our positions and come in. "The first wave throws its grenades, fires its weapons and goes to
ground. It is followed by a second which does the same, and a third comes up. Where they disappear
to, | don’t know. But they just keep on coming."

Lt. Levy Leads Patrol - March 1951
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12 Platoon D Company 2 PPCLI
Hub Gray

2 PPCLI
Advancing
April 23, 1951

Vickers Machine Gun Pit
March 1951
Hub Gray «*
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Patrol Returning
Under Watch
and a

Typical
Defensive
Position

United States Presidential Unit Citation - 2 PPCLI

In recognition of the “outstanding heroism and exceptionally meritorious conduct” displayed at the
BATTLE of KAPYONG, a “United States Presidential Unit Citation” was awarded to 2 PPCLI, 3 RAR and
the 72nd US Heavy Tank Regiment.

The American Ambassador to Canada formally presents the United States Presidential Citation to the 2 PPCLI
in recognition of its victory at the Battle of Kapyong fought in April 1951.
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THE PATRICIAN

Second Battalion Beport

U.S. CITATION RIBBON

From o Report issued by the
Directorate of Public Relations
(National Defence), Ottawa
and published with permission
of the Editor,
Canadian Army Journal

The ribbon of the United States
Presidential Citation, awarded to
Second Battalion, Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry, for gal-
lantry in Korea in 1951, is to be
worn by past and present members
of the unit.

The citation was made to the bat-
talion by General James Van Fleet,
then Commander of the United
States Eighth Army, on behalf of
President Harry S. Truman in June,
1951. The honour, unique in the
history of the Canadian Army, was
given for ‘‘extraordinary heroism
and outstanding performance of
duties against the enemy’” near
Kapyong, Korea, 24-25 Apr, 51.

The blue and gold insignia, one
and three-eighths inches by a half-
inch, will be worn on the sleeves
of both arms immediately below the
Regimental flash.

Second Battalion already recog-
nizes the citation by carrying a
streamer on its Regimental Colour.
The streamer is blue with the word
Kapyong inscribed in white block
letters.

- Men who were on strength of the

unit at the time the award was
made will be entitled to wear the
ribbon for all time. ' Personnel who
have joined the unit since will wear
the insignia as long as they are
with the unit but must r move it
when posted elsewhere.

When suppiy arrangemenis are
completed, Patricias will have two
separate forms of insignia. - One

18

will follow United States pattern
and will consist of a type of brooch,
pinned to the sleeve, and worn on
orders of dress requiring frequent
laundering, such as bush clothing.
The second will be of blue and gold
cloth and will be sewn to uniforms,
such as battledress, service dress
and the like.

Members of 3rd Battalion Royal
Australian Regiment, who received
the same award for the Kapyong
engagement, are already wearing
the insignia.

Second Battalion PPCLI and the
Australians were fighting as part
of the 27th Commonweclth Brigade
at the time. PPCLI was the only
Canadian battalion in Korea at the
time and the 1st Commonwealth
Division had not yet been formed.

The citation honoured both units
for “gallantry, determination and
esprit de corps in accomplishing their
missions under exiremely difficult
and hazardous conditions.

"By their achievements they
brought distinguished credit on
themselves, their homelands, and
all freedom-loving nations.”

+ With a U.S. tank company, the
two Commonwealth units were
credited with blunting and halting
a deep peneiration which en-
dangered the entire United Nations
line in the central sector. Their
stand was believed to have been
decisive in the final defeat of the
Communist spring offensive of 1951.

The citation adds: “"The serious-
ness ol the breakthrough on the
central front had been changed from
defeat to victory by the gallant
stand of these her01c and courage-
cus soldiers.”:: e
Editor's. Note: The insignia is now in wear
“by Second Battalion, past and- present.

2 PPCLI CITATION text from page 18 September 1956 PATRICIAN.
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- UNITED STATES ‘
; PRESIDENTIAL CITATION” |

GENERAL ORDERS ,
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, Washington 25, D.C. 12 july 1951 No. 52

BATTLE HONORS - Gitation of Units Section 1
BATTLE HONORS - As authorized by Executive Order 9396 (Sec. 1, WD Dul, 22 1948} superseding Executive Order 9075

(Sec III, WD Dul, 11, 1942), citation of the following units is confirmed in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2,
Army Regulations, 260-15, in the name of the President of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distine-

tion. The citation reads as follows:

3D, BATTALION, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT
2D BATTALION, PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY
COMPANY A, 72D HEAVY TANK BATTALION (UNITED STATES)

are cited for extraordinary heroism and cutstanding performance of combat duties in action against the armed encmy near
Kapyong, Korea, on the 24th and 25th of Apn! 1951. The enemy had broken through the main line of resistance and pene-
trated to the area north of Kapyong. The units listed above were deployed 10 stem the assault. Early on the 24th of Apri, the
3B BATTALION ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT, moved to the right flank of the secior and took up defensive positions
north of the Pukhon River. The 2D BATTALION, PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY, defended in the
vicinity of Hill 677 on the left flank. COMPANY A, 72D HEAVY TANK BATTALION, supported all units to the full extent of its
czpacity and in addition, kept the main roads open and assisted in evacuating the wounded. Troops from a retreating division
passed through the sector which enabled enemy troops to infiltrate with the withdrawing forces. The enemy attacked savagely
under the clangor of bugles and trumpets, The forward elements were completely swrrounded going through the first day
and into the second. Again and agein the enemy threw waves of troops at the gallant defenders, and many times succeeded in
penetrating the outer defence, but each time the courageous, indomitable and determined soldiers repulsed the fanatical
attacks. Ammunition ran low and there was no time for food. Critical supplies were dropped by air to the encircled troops,
but still they stood their ground in resolute defiance of the enemy. With serene and indefatigable persistence, the gallant sol.
ders held their defensive position and took heavy 1olls of the enemy. In some instances when the enemy penetrated the
defenses, the commanders directed friendly artillery fire on their own positions in repelling the thrust. Towards the close of
the second day, the 25th of April, the enemy breakthrough had been stopped. The seriousness of the breakthrough on the
central front had been changed from defeat to victory by the gaillant stand of these heroic and courageous soldiers. The 3D
BATTALION, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT: 2D BATTALION, PRINCESS PATRICIA'S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY,
and COMPANY A, 72D HEAVY TANK BATTALION, displayed such gallantry, determination and esprit de corps in accomplish-
ing their mission under extremely difficult and hazardous conditions as to set them apart and above other units participating
in the campaign, and by their achievements they have brought distinguished credit on themselves, their homelands, and all

freedom-loving nations.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

OFFICIAL: WM. E. BERGIN J LAWTON COLLINS
Major General, USA Chief of Staff
Acting The Adjutant General United States Army

United States Distinguished Unit Citation

The United States Distinguished Unit Citation, commonly referred to as the Presidential Unit Citation, was awarded to the
Second Battalion for its stand at the Battle of Kapyong, Korea, on the night of the 24/25th of April, 1951. The vext of the
Citation is reproduced above.

A bine streamer with “Kapyong, Korea”, embroidered in white, is fastened at the top of the pikes of the Regimental Colour
carried by Second Battalion and is known as the Distinguished Unit Streamer.

An emblem, a ribbon of the same biue as the streamer, one and three-eighths inches wide by one-half inch high, mounted
within 2 rectangular gold wreath frame, is worn on both shoulders of the uniform immediately below the unit shoulder tide.

The emblem is known as the Distinguished Unit Emblem.
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Travel to Korea

After training at Sarcee Camp and Camp Wainwright, then finally at Fort Lewis, Washington, 2 PPCLI
left Seattle, Washington, USA, November 25, 1950 for Pusan Harbor, Korea, arriving December 18th to
join the 27th British Commonwealth Brigade.

They sailed on the USNS “Pvt. Joe P Martinez” and on board a newspaper titled the “EAGLE - LEAF”
was published. Below is a copy of the paper on the “12th Day Out,” December 7, 1950. Note the items
involving Lt. M.C. Edwards.

2 PPCLI Being Piped Aboard the Pvt. Joe P Martinez November 24, 1951
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Pt Joe P Martinez &5

Twolfth Dey Out Vol. II

No. 11 Thursday Dec. 7,1950

PAASS  EVACUATIONR

OF KORE

HMILITARY SQURCES DENY

A HINTED

Washington -(Dec.7)-
militery situation in Kores outlined to
Cabinet a pessimistig

He included the possibility that a

forces may be necessary, a rellable souree said.

Informents said Attlee was "shock~
ed at his first meeting with President
Truman 2t a report which General
Omar Bredley, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs! of Staff, made to them
about the crisis,

High military sources however
insisted that the position of UN forces
in Korez is still not hopeless, and
flatly denied there is any plan for a
genersl withdrawal from the embattled
peninsulc. They szid they still telieve
Genercl Macarthur will rventuelly
be able to stcbilfizme his shattered
defence lines and halt’ the Communist
advance,

20 Mile Retreat

The &llied army of ncrtHwest
Kerea fell back more then 20 miiles
below Pyongyang Vednesdey, and fought
off Comaunist jabs at its flank nearly
holf way to Seoul,’

Communist troops pounding at the
heels of the retresting U.S. 8th
drmy, tightened its stranglehold on
15,000 gmericans trepped at the Chosin
Reservoir, in the northeast.

There was no official word on
where the &th Army would try to moke
o stand.

& spdkesmon for Genergl Hacdrthur,
asked if there were natural defence
lines below Pyongyemg said that
several could concelvably be manned
successfully if the Allies hed
sufficient forces to man them ageinst
overwhelming odds,

FHIR KK

Prime Minister Clement &ttlee,

MOVE OUT PLANNED

fshocked" at the
him in Washington, has cabled the

report of the Korean picture.

mass evacuaticn of the United Nations

PVE GO T
tanee For THE Y
57.

e E

(vean
ENNY Loo
WE &

N ———

(B

MOLE RED ADVANCES

iore Chinese forces of undeter-
nined strength, possitly. the venguard
cf the Chinese legiops surging
through Central Xorea, were reported
around Simka, Singye, ond Sibyon.

? 2
2777
» ¢ Hong Kong =(Dec.7)-
ter Flying Clipper, owned hy the
Isbrantsen Company, of New York, sail=
for Communist China with a cargo of

7 7 _STEEL FOR THE_GOMVUNISTS 7 ¢ 7

~3

cotton, stesl, snd tin plates
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7 THE BAGIE & IRAY e
-
{ Published doily by the com-
\\bined Caradlen and imericsn Ferees
aboard the USHS Pvi. Joer P, Mort-

NEWS .0 OONT, (from B,-1)

COMUNISTS ASKED TO_STOP
QT 38 th PARALIET,

ke Succasy - (Dee, 7) - Some
15 4siatic and 4rab matlens led by
India, hove spreed to appesl fo the
Chirgse Communists fo stop their’
Korean drive ot the 38th poralleld,

It wag learned thet tHe oppesl
te Poking was prepored: szs the UN
steering commitice opened the way for
the United Naticna Gencrel Assembly
setitn agninst the Chinese Reds.

The sterring proup approved a
75 demand: thot.the &0 nzticn
hssembly deesl immodistely "with Mao
Tz¢ Tungs interventlion in the Korean
WaT.

The vote wos 10 o 2, Russiz and
Czechoslovekiz casting the nepative
vctes, und India absteining,

PR R A ek M

| (RURRY 98 wELL
|\Mis suPPER

some help, =nd:come bsck hope to the

HO - satr i

WHOSE . FAULT %2

It seems as though the salt
znd pepper shakers got wmp and walked
awgy from the Xifchen , because they
are nct there now.

The doy hasn't guite come yel
whén they develep.thelr own legs,
g0 bhey must have had some help.
Begzs just dentt taste the sane
without salt and:pepper, so please,
salt shakers, et youwr partnars, el

Mess Hall,

ettt SR Y

O

- SECOND ATTIEE - TGN MEETING

Washingten ~(Doc.7) = Qfficizl
gecreey cleaked tihe second mementous
meeting of President Trumon snd
RBritish Primé Dinister Clement Attles,

- The ¥hite Hovse said ofter the
- Conference aboerd. the racht Willisms-
burz, that it dealt with the situstion
in Kerea, and steps to he haken in
Zeoling with the Communist trect to
world pesce. )

Presidentinl Fress Secretery,
Charles G. Ross, refused te say
grecifienlly whet had transpirsd.

Mr. Tewmsn end dttlec will meet
for the  third tine Wednesdav.

ERE LT
Parig  e=-{Dec.7)~ France is

considering acceptence of a new plan
%0 include Germom trocps in e “est
Europssn sroy beepuse of the urgent
neeessity of building up Anti-Commun-
ist defenses in view of the Korean
erisis,

The plzn waes sulmitted 4o a neete
ing of Gtlentic Paet dulegotes in Londe
on by the Netherlands. :

It would ogll for sn 411ied Righ
Gemmigsioner to cct es’'n sart of Ger
mon defense minlster snd cotrol the
Gerign froop combinzenh,

iipshington -(Dee,7)~ Charles G,

i

tinsg, Bresident Truman!s press .secretary,
died of o goronary throumbosis last
nights

{nEwsS ,,.Cohnt, P.A4)

SFECTAL CLASSIFIRD SECTION

LOST -em=n
ONE D&Y -~ Brand new, unever
teen wsed, o initials, hut hes
consideratle sentimental wulue,
Pinder pleases return i the
Shinr's Orderly Room, -~ "Rewzrd" -
ND_QUESTIONS 4ASKED,

HHERRHERHHH SRR
Okay fellows { »w Fun is fun
and all that, bui there is o limit.
Toweld mem-yes }
Clean socks ~-= yes }

The Provost Sergeant'!s hat,.yes!
¢+-.earobut to shmcond with a whole
Cay -~ dat's gron layeeny chum

No use sryming welll pet it
teck coming the cther way. We want
it Lsck now., Hayte some of us wond
ka cowing the other way, How are
we golng to get 1t Rack then?

END CONSITER THESE
POOR CHARACTIERS....

Sgt. lst Class C.B, Edwerds,
and Pfe, Robert Ly Schlerf, of
Battle Choek Michd, now in the sick
Lay  abogrd ==

They both thought they had
hirthiays today. Toupgh luck fellals -
%ettdr luck noxt year,

S:t. Edwards had hoped to he
30 yesrs old  tolay, Pfe. Schleorf,
had hoped %o e 25, alse on the
fth Decenber.

How they can't Ligure out how
<old they ére.
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KORE AN SIDELIGHTS

Am told to Lt. M.C. Edwards
ty Copt. R.B, Nunn, Protestant
Pedre, 2 Bn. PPGLI, pest res-
ident of Korea,

-"Helle Murway ! Ilve gobt some of
the figures you asked for covering
sdusationsl messures in Koree ®

"Good., -~ Let's have them Roser,!
"4s you know, the Kereans are an
Intellipent race. Thelr literature
iz extensive, “ﬂny noteble works
“have tesn prorucced in the {iglds of
peoprapky, actronomy, sclentifie
field cultivaticn, history, and
tiogravhy,
"hs o matter of fact I didn't
know, Reger. That's quite interesting.t
Wores didn open up to foreign
penetration @ntil about 1876.Tp to
thzt  time only the sons of wealthy
Koresns received an  education.
Timeriesn, British, and French
Christizn missionaries rnfforded the
first troad educaztionsl program,
Schoels were built, and excepticrnal
students were given an oppartunity
to study sbroad.t

" "The effect on the country
must have Been startling,®

Hinfertunately Murray, Koree
lost its 1ncepenﬂenno to Japun in
1910,

4% the canclusion of - the

Page 3
oy
o

/

L TEe

.. S =
"Et" 2.-~BEINY RITRS HOME‘{ 7 5\/[
Dere Pep, )
Tewdoy we hit the inders
nashunal dete Hne -~ 1 wuz ofraid
thur weed e sum danger, but wen
we hit 1t 1 didn't even feel the
mp,

Yesterdey thur wuz & mermade
landed awn the Jeck., Sum uf the puys
thet 1t wad o . £1yin £isgh, he cvur
herd uf & flyin fish.

The sarjunt gawt my name this
morning for sleepin with my close
gem. I think he wants tew make a
example uf ne, he sed it wood Le a
legsum tor the rest uf the crew,

I gess he filers if 1 kin stan?
the heat the uther juys shocd quit
cumplainun.:

I tricd fer a awdishun, but
they woodint  let me  sing North
&tlantic Squadron -- gess its cuz
we are szilin the Passifik.

I sed 1 wood play the peeanc,ﬁ
but the offussur sed he wood prefer
sun- budy that Olaygd-wlth both
hends,

Rite sune
IlBenl't
P.8, = You bettur sedd sum salk an
peéprur wen you send the soap.

. "Bent

Busgo-Japanese Uer in 1905, a Korean
assasinoted the Jepanese Premier.

At this, schoole werc closed on the
pretence the teechers were incompetent.
later Japan cpened schools in which
the Japanese langusge oné Japasnese-
slanted pistory were taught.

00 the whole, only Japshese
residents tonefited , and b) the
tegianing of ¥World Har IT, in 1939,
akeout 60 pereent of the adult
pepelaticn was 1128terate, ¥

1Did somericon cceupaticn chang
thot after the war??

Wles | deforms in educatiom tock
place immedilctely. Kererns were given
an active part, Schosl Books were
re-uritien, and the Hilitsry Govern-
ment dictributed 15 million tewt-
hocks written in "Onmun®, the
alphektet used in the elementory
schonls,

'Did this program extend to
scientific and technlesl training?t

"An asttempt was made, but a lack
of gqualified Xorean personel hampe
ered the effort,®

"Very interesting Roger. Did
tHis program have a counter-part
in North Koresdt

{Cont, Col, 2)

'
Teday -

T 130Q Yours
PEough" 8eal

e knﬁw very little of what
was done in North Korea other than
that it followed the general pat-
tern set in other Russisn saotallite
countries, 4 general indoctrination
rrogrem for everyone in Communism
wag set up.Y

"Thanks azain Roger,t

"Dentt mention it Murray,"

"R AR

Ecditorinl Notice -~ The Engle-Leaf
has received some eontributions whicl
will be published shortly. Now sond
mare,
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4T BIES GAN DO |

Aussburs, Germany - Ilsce Koch,

the Lesst of Buchenwsld and her 1ate
hugbend comp eommancer Korl Koch,
teat a prisoner becsuse '"he rapad
Ilse wlth Lds eyes," g witness tcld
the court.

HPSCOH NEUSPATER ATTACKS TRUMAN

Moscew, = The zovernment news-
maper Igvestia devoted tws eolumns
won Lts first pare to 2n editorial
watts c*inﬂ Prosident Trumesn for his
de nuncihtlon of Chinels pert in the
Xore an War.

GHTANG SAYS NO "MUNICHN IN EAST

Taipeh, Formpsa - Goneralissime
Chiang Koi Shek said there would not
e » "hnich" in the Far Bost bacouse
"the poople and the pocermment of the
Unitod 8tn tes heve never surpenderved .
to brute force or Lo open sgsTessior,

JOLSON AGMRIED MEDAL OF MERIT

Jezz sincer Al Jolson has teen
swarded the Medsl of Merit rost-
humsusly Ty President Trumen for
Yextroordinary fidelity and except~
loma}ly neoritorious conduct® the De-
fense Department announced. The medal
will be presented to Jolson's widow
Zrle Galbraith Jolson, Wedneeday by
Defense Sexrebary George € Mershall. .

JUMAN RIGHTS DAY NAMED BY TRUMAN
President Trumsn issued a proc-

lamation designating Dec 1Oth as -

mited Hations Fuman Bights Bay and

colled for observances bo prenmote

"am under standing of the respect for

human rights and fundamentel freedom,!

MOVIRS ON TELEVISION

The Pennsylvania toard of cen-
gers appenled to the supreme court
for the fight tc centrel movies shomm
en televigion, ’

The Beard sesks the authority
upder @ 1915 film censorship low,

Two lower Federal courts hove
ruled, hewever, thet television breed-
casting is uncer the scle regulation .
of the Federzl Communications Commise
gilon,

foage 4

HASTER 1S NOON REPLRT

COURSE: west north west
DIST.NOE: 384 miles sinee losti reword
LENGTH OF Da¥: 25 heurs
DISTANGE FROH: Pemrl Herber 1312
LVERGE KNOTS FER HOUR: 15.3
111{1: 80 P

BIROMETER : 30,05

WATER: 79 F

WELTHER : Fair

WIND: Nowth esst 9

SEAs Rough,

e RRYOY TEGHR#H¥%

Tonicht -~ ¥Malayah

Starring: Jemes Stemort,
Spencer Traoey, snd Sidney Grecnastrects

Shows at Y715 oud. 1930

GHURCH SERVICES

4 Protestent Service will be
held to-today at 1600 Hrs,, with
Capt. R.C. Nunn zlving the .megsezo.

SR
Catholic-Confessicn - Cutholic
confession will he held in the Ship's
Library betwecsn 1930 and 2130 tonight.

Wk

Gatholic Msss : Csthollic Mass will
te held at 1690 Hrs. tomorro,

MESSTHG DETATL NOTICE

These men whe have had experience
earliser in the trip in dishing out
chow and wish a permonent place on
this detsil, contact Li. Edwards, at
the evening mesl hour,

Ean o kw
EARIY CHOT CARDS
411 americens holding early chow
cards will sssemble in the ness hall
at 1600 hra.
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Battle Map of 2 PPCLI at KAPYONG 24 - 26 April 1951
By Ted Barris 1999 Deadlock in Korea
e s
2 PPCLI/Kap'yong
24-26 April 1951

miles 1

'
0 kms |

2880990 80000000"

% * *\Nithdrawal of 3 RA

" Middlesex
24 Apr

gy, Chinese
<fms wem  Jnited Nations

by
*
o

.. Platoon

_ O Company

l:_:' Battalion

& Division

4. 400 metres

r7

200 metres

village
TEEDy road

~———— Tiver

~——— Slream
Srith after Sgt. B.H, Ellwand, R.C.E,

By Mk asmoaii

2 PPCLI - Battle Map of KAPYONG - April 24 - 26, 1951 - Ted Barris
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2 PPCLI Nominal Role for 24/25 April, 1951 begins on page 44

ER Murphy - L / Cpl - A Company — 2 Platoon - at the Battle of KAPYONG

Russ Murphy annotated the 2 PPCLI nominal role in 2011 with as much information as he could secure
at the time. He validated the names, indicated the individual company and platoons, and functions
within the battalion, along with the dates of death at the time. Unfortunately, Russ passed away
himself on November 6, 2018. The Victoria Branch of the PPCLI Association was well represented at
his farewell service in Victoria. Russ lived on Pender Island at the time and was 89 years of age. This
nominal role is available at the PPCLI Museum /Archives in Calgary.

Vancouver Sun
1951

Vancouver Soldier First Korea Casualty
RSM James D. Wood, Killed in Mine Mishap, Had Distinguished Career

First Canadian soldier to die in the Korean campaign is a Vancouver man, RSM James Dean Wood, 35,
whose father, J.S. Wood, lives at 3539 Marshall. The Warrant Officer was fatally wounded during a
mine demonstration he was giving the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry company sergeant
majors. He died less than 24 hours later.

For Bravery in Italy

RSM Wood, 17 years a soldier, won the Distinguished Conduct Medal
for exceptional bravery in Italy. He went overseas with the PPCLI in the
second world war, serving in Italy. October 20, 1944, when he crossed
the Savio River with 18 men under heavy fire, he swam back to bring up
a radio. The radio was shot from under his arm.

Machine gun fire from an enemy dugout pinned his men down and he
rushed the dugout with hand grenades, captured five of the enemy and
brought back a wounded Canadian. It was at Savio River that Ernest
“Smokey” Smith won the Victoria Cross.

Brother Died At Salerno

Wood'’s brother, Sgt. Al Wood, was killed outside Salerno, Italy, in 1945, while attempting to remove
a mine from the road. Two other brothers, lan, 2012 Gray, Burnaby, and Bill, 820 East Thirty-Seventh,
Vancouver, were also in the fighting. Jim’s wife, Norma, resides in Calgary. They have no children.

William Boss, Canadian Press staff writer with the Pats in Miryang, Korea, where the unit has
been undergoing training, says that RSM Wood was giving the company sergeant majors a mine
demonstration.

Thought It Was A Dud

The mine did not go off when the soldier fired it, he said. Apparently thinking it was a dud, he picked it
up and was throwing it away when it exploded. He suffered loss of his right hand and forearm, as well
as major neck injuries and died less than 24 hours later in hospital.
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A e e e TRERPE

2 PPCLI Korea — 1951 - Ed Hansen Collection

HOLDING AT KAPYONG - Painting by Ted Zuber 1989 - CWM
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A famous painting, bottom of previous page, by Canadian artist Ted Zuber, depicts troops from the
2nd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, holding on “the knob,” the pinnacle of the
great Hill 677 that the enemy tried to capture during the Battle of Kapyong in April, 1951. Ammunition,
food and medical supplies are being air dropped by the U.S. Air Force, as the Canadians, for several
hours, were cut off by infiltrating enemy units. The Kapyong River is depicted on the right side of the
painting. The company medic represented in the painting actually was Private Donald Copley, who was
Mentioned in Dispatches for his bravery and unwavering service. After the war he attended university
and medical school, then practiced medicine for :
many years. (The artist Ted Zuber served in Korea
in 1952 and 1953 as a bren gunner and later a
sniper with the 1st Battalion of the Royal Canadian
Regiment)

At the PPCLI Archives there are eleven photographs
of 10 Platoon, Dog Company at KAPYONG.

See Donald Copley Fonds (C70-1.1,;98.05).

Private Don Copley — Medic
— Digging In

Korean War Art by Katherine Taylor - Canadian War Museum

The Patricia’s were dug in on the northern slopes of Hill 677 with three companies forward: “A” right,
“C” centre and “B” left, and slightly ahead of the others. “D” Company was sited in depth while the
tactical headquarters was to the rear of “A” Company. After the Australians had moved, the Patricia’s

NIGHT ACTION AT KAPYONG - Painting by S. Taylor 1988 - CWM
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tight flank was exposed and so “B” Company was moved to dig in on the right flank. The first attack
against “B” Company came shortly after last light. The enemy managed to over-run a section of 6
Platoon by the remainder held fast and retook the position. The second attack came in at 2230 hours.
The enemy was in battalion strength. They over-ran two sections of 6 Platoon but the remainder of
the company stood fast. The third attack came in around midnight. 6 Platoon headquarters and the
remaining section ran out of ammunition and were ordered to fix bayonets and stand fast. The fourth
assault was seen at 0100 hours when the moon came out and the enemy were dispersed by quick
and accurate mortar fire. The fifth attack came in from the east at about 0200 hours. “B” Company
was unable to prevent penetration but the previously sited .50 cal machine guns opened fire at 200
yards range and halted the enemy. Meanwhile, “D” Company on the left flank were having an equally
rough time. Shortly after last light enemy groups found their way round the left flank but were quickly
dispatched by machine gun fire. At 0130 hours, an enemy force attacked and over-ran 10 Platoon and
continued towards 12 Platoon. Captain Mills, the company commander called for artillery defensive
fire on his own position and amidst the exploding shells, the Patricia’s fought on.

— S. Taylor 53/200. 1988.

Buildings Named in Honour of Korean War Heroes
Government of Canada News Release - June 15, 2015. Shilo, Manitoba.

Three main buildings that make up Kapyong Barracks at CFB Shilo have been officially named in honour
of three soldiers who served at the Battle of Kapyong.

The main building (C — 106) has been named after Colonel Stone. As the “Special Force” was being
established for the Korean War in July 1950, Colonel Jim Stone was chosen to command what would
become the Second Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (2 PPCLI).

By February 1951, 2 PPCLI was deployed as part of a UN response to a Chinese and North Korean Spring
Offensive. Tasked with defending Hill 677 at Kapyong, his decisions and orders were instrumental in
preventing the collapse of 2 PPCLI’s position from Chinese attacks on that very flank. For his powerful
leadership, sound judgement and valour at Kapyong, he was awarded a third Distinguished Service
Order. The maintenance and transport hangar (C — 105) has been named after Warrant Officer First
Class Les Grimes. Affectionately given the nickname “Daddy” by the younger troops of the battalion,
WO 1 Grimes served as the Regimental Sergeant Major of the battalion at the Battle of Kapyong. On
24 — 25 April 1951, his unwavering dedication and fatherly presence anchored the men of 2 PPCLI in
their resistance to the Chinese onslaught.

Building C -106 Annex is now named for Private Wayne Mitchell. The Pte Mitchell Annex is a purpose
— built facility to house the Light Armoured Vehicle (LAV Ill and VI). Pte Mitchell was born in Virden,
Manitoba and enlisted in the Canadian Army with 2 PPCLI in 1950. Soon after, he would find himself
in Korea, where he would make his mark at the Battle of Kapyong. Despite his position being attacked
by 100 Chinese soldiers, his valorous conduct became the stuff of legend. He was severely wounded,
barely able to stand for loss of blood, and over-run by Chinese soldiers yet he defended his position
and saved the lives of several of his comrades. Private Mitchell was awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal, second only to the Victoria Cross. He was 19 years old at the time.

The $39.4 million, 30,000 square-metre Kapyong Barracks was completed in 2004. The complex
is composed of administrative, operational and training areas that include a base training support
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component, a maintenance and transport hangar, as well as a purpose-built facility to house the Light

Armoured Vehicles (LAV Ill and VI).

Lt. Col. James Riley Stone - March 1951, Lt. Col. James Riley Stone
in a Lunch Break

CM, DSO, MC, CD

KOREA IN RETROSPECT

Captain Murray Edwards - Quartermaster
Tac HQ, 2 PPCLI

| sailed for Korea with the 2nd Bn, Patricia’s, in December
of 1950 on the old converted Liberty freighter, the Joe
P. Martinez, along with a thousand unhappy American
National Guardsmen. In the battalion we were lucky with
our chaplains: Father Valalee had been a missionary in
China for seventeen years while our Captain Nunn had
served in North Korea. Their talks on our twenty-three-
day long voyage made us quite familiar with the country
and its history; what they didn’t prepare us for were the
people.

At the time of our arrival, Christmas 1950, the North
Koreans had taken all of South Korea with the exception
of a final stronghold around the Port of Pusan. Then came
General MacArthur’s brilliant counter-stroke at Inchon
that force the North Koreans to retreat or be cut-off and
now came something our chaplain’s talks hadn’t prepared
us for —the people.

During the latter half of my time in Korea | served as

battalion Quarter-Master which afforded me an opportunity to see the country and to meet the
people; something denied our troops in the line. | could only be impressed with the faith and fortitude

of all | met.
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In 2009 | returned to Korea as one of the many guests of a people grateful for their freedom. Having
known the oppression of Japan for over forty years and then the threatened yoke of communism,
their thankfulness is very understandable — and now — what of this Korea | was returning to? All the
casualties, the suffering, the destruction? One look at the Korea of today and the answer is a resounding
“yes” — we didn’t lose our men in vain. This new Korea, however, didn’t just rise up out of the ashes
like a phoenix, - No! —there had to be a leadership with the vision of what a new, rebuilt Korea should
be — then the engineers, architects, businessmen and others who could take that vision and turn it
into a practical plan — and finally, and most importantly, the people, who through their hard work and
dedication would bring that vision, that plan, to fruition.

And so | close with these words for the people of Korea — “Well Done.”

— Murray C. Edwards, Major (ret’d), 2009

Lt. Mike Levy - D Company - April 14th, 1951 With Captured Thompson Machine Gun

With Corporal Jim Watson and Private Charles Baxter
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Kings of the Mountain, 10 Platoon D Company - April 26, 1951 - Hill 677 - The Knob

The Man Who Saw It Coming

SM 800015, L/Cpl HR Croker — Tac HQ at the
Battle of KAPYONG, April 24/25, 1951

Ray Croker, a radio operator at Tac HQ was listening in on messages being sent from other units —
American, British and Australian forces — in the area, to higher command back behind the lines at the
dawn of April 24th. “For two hours | plotted those positions with pins on my map. When the last report
came in, | studied it.”

Croker saw the pattern of his pins was becoming a circle, and 2 PPCLI was in the centre of it. He
called for Colonel Stone, who checked all the co-ordinates, re-plotting them all himself. 2 PPCLI was
surrounded. “By God, we could get knocked off (the hill),” he said.

Stone had yet to deploy his soldiers into a brilliant defensive layout that would later be studied as a
masterpiece. That deployment would come in the hours ahead. His immediate priority was to make
sure his vehicles would not be taken in a sudden Chinese onslaught.

“Take the lids of the Jerry tins (gasoline cans),” Croker remembers Stone’s sharp orders. “Get them off
the vehicles, put them in front and put matches on top of them. If you see Chinese coming over the
hill, light them.” The torching did not become necessary. Thanks to Croker’s imagination and initiative,
Stone was given an early warning of the nature of the growing peril.

At about 7 a.m., Croker goes off duty, covers a few yards; and is shot in the foot by a Chinese sniper.
His war ended quickly, driven in a field ambulance to a medical team from India and evacuated by
helicopter to an American MASH unit.
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Recuperating in Japan, the army wanted to send him home, But Croker wanted to go back to his unit.
The army won; home it was. No Canadian uniforms were available in Japan so they dressed him in
Australian kit someone found, and when he finally arrived back in Edmonton, no one recognized this
strange man in the strange uniform.

Ironically, Croker is not officially listed as a casualty in the battle. The figure of 10 killed and 23 wounded
accounts for those hit between the evening; 2130 hours on the 24th to 0900 hours on the 25th. Croker,
the soldier who first saw the Chinese attack taking shape, was shot a few hours before the official tally
begins.

The above narration is taken from an interview on April 15, 2011 by Dan Bjarnason, former CBC
television correspondent, and author, and is chronicled in his book “Triumph at KAPYONG, Canada’s
Pivotal Battle in the Korean War.”

At Last It’s a War

For decade, news media consistently referred to the war in Korea as the “police action” or, a “conflict,”
as if the bloodshed of two million military and civilian deaths did not qualify it to be called what is
was — a full scale war. Journalists were not at fault. U.S. President Harry Truman committed American
forces to combat without a formal or constitutionally mandated declaration of war. He also coined the
phrase “police action.”

45 years after the cease-fire in Korea, the United States, which supplied by far the largest contingent
of military personnel and “materiel” for the United Nations Forces, has rectified the problem. On
September 22, 1998, U.S. President Bill Clinton signed an act of Congress declaring that the action in
Korea, 1950 — 1953, hence forth will be known as the Korean War.

Under the provision of the U.S. Government’s National Defense Authorization Act for the fiscal year
1999, voluminous government documents are in the process of being edited to replace references
to the “Korean Conflict” with “Korean War.” President Clinton’s authorization of the foregoing barely
produced a collective yawn in the general public. (the President after all, had other things on his mind
in the fall of 1998, and consequently so did the media).

It did however, give Korean War veterans a tool to rap the knuckles of any journalist who dares refer
to the 1950 — 1953 war as a police action or the Korean conflict.

KVA Newsletter
2000

It was in 1991 that the Korean War was officially accepted as a “war” by Canada and with that the
creation of the “Canadian Volunteer Service Medal” for Korea to qualified veterans who served between
27 June 1950 and 27 July 1954.

It has been a debate also as to whether a ribbon “numeric” for multiple tours in Korea would be
authorized.

Finally, on September 22, 1998, then U.S. President Bill Clinton, signed an ACT of CONGRESS declaring
that the action in Korea, 1950 — 1953, henceforth will be known as the KOREAN WAR.

Publications on The Battle of KAPYONG

There have been many credible publications produced on the Battle of KAPYONG, but none more
precisely detailed, researched and relevant than “BEYOND THE DANGER CLOSE” by Hub Gray, Lt. — 2
I/C Mortar Platoon, 2 PPCLI at KAPYONG, (D Coy — 12 Platoon Commander). SUBTITLE: “THE KOREAN
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EXPERIENCE REVEALED.” For any-one interested in the Battle of KAPYONG, this is a must read. Endorsed
by M Gen B Vernon; Captain Peter Worthington, Toronto Sun; M Gen HC Pitts; Col J Barrett, USMC;
L Gen Crabbe; M Gen CW Hewson;, M Gen Lewis McKenzie. Message of Congratulations signed by
Patricia Mountbatten of Burma and Foreword by General John de Chastelain — March 2003.

Two booklets on the Korean War (with captioned photographs) have been written by Major (Ret’d)
Murray C. Edwards, Captain and Quartermaster -Tac HQ - 2 PPCLI at KAPYONG. His accounts are based
on his own first-hand experiences during the battle from his position at Tac HQ on Hill 677. His personal
quest is the creation of a PPCLI Regimental legacy and historical inclusion for his late comrade in arms,
Lt. Mike Levy. Murray Edwards will be 102 years of age on January 16, 2022, and lives at Broadmead
Lodge in Victoria.

Another book of relevance is “RIDEAU HALL” by Vince Courtenay, who also served with the PPCLI in
Korea. The subtitle is “A Fast-Moving Documentary Novel About The First Canadian Soldiers To Serve
In The Korean War.” First published in January 2011 for the author by the Korean War Veteran Internet
News Publication as “LOVE and DUTY” - A Canadian Remembers The Korean War. Also by Vince
Courtenay, a book titled “With the Princess Pats in Korea” November 2020.

The PPCLI Regimental Manual Chapter 30 - “THE KOREAN WAR, 1950 — 1953” in 2020, now contains
reference to Lt. Mike Levy and his actions at the height of the battle.

In the 2008 Patrician, a 12-page article “A Personal Memoir of Korea” by Pte Mike Czuboka - 2 PPCLI
Mortar Platoon (81 mm) at KAPYONG, recognized Lt. Mike Levy and his heroic role.

Other publications from within the PPCLI ranks:

John R Bishop - (Corporal A Company 2 Platoon) - April 2001 - “The King’s Bishop - A Canadian Corporal
in Korea 1950-1951.”

L/Cpl Davy - PATRICIAN November 1954, Page 20 - “KAPYONG”.

Major GE Henderson CD - (Battle Adjutant Tac HQ) - PATRICIAN 1960-1961, Page 96 - “KAPYONG”.
Major G Henderson (Ret’d) - Statement of Official Military Recognition for Lt. Mike Levy, 3 June, 1998.
Col. JR Stone DSO MC - PATRICIAN 1973, Page 185 - “KAPYONG — A Speech by Col. JR Stone”.

J. Farrell - PPCLI Association Newsletter - November 2007 - “His Selfless Action Helped Save Korea”.
PPCLI Regimental History — 1919—-1957 Volume Ill G.R. Stevens.

Jeffery Williams - “Famous Regiments — PPCLI”. 1972.

Jeffery Williams - “PPCLI 1914—-1984". 1985.

Robert Hepenstall - “Find the Dragon” - July 1997. PPCLI Association Newsletter - Fall 2020. 70th
Anniversary articles.

PPCLI - Hamilton Gault Memorial Fund Student Bursaries 2021 - Major Mike Levy - “Kapyong Vet called
Down Arty Fire on His Platoon”.

The Canadian Encyclopedia, with photos including a video, on March 31, 2018, revised their 2011
history of the “Battle of KAPYONG” to include the bravery of Lt. Mike Levy.

The Esprit de Corps Magazine published two articles on Lt. Mike Levy: “The Battle of Kapyong Revisited”
- April 2016 and “The Spirit of a Soldier” - May 2016.

Les Peate, Korean Veteran, Past President KVA of Canada. “The War That Wasn’t — Canadians in Korea”
2005

PPCLI Association Fall 2021 Newsletter by Susan E. Evans, daughter of Lt. Col. Owen Browne, Captain
of A Company at KAPYONG. Titled: The Battle of KAP’YONG 70th Anniversary.
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Embassy of Canada to Korea. Titled - KAPYONG 70 - April 21, 2021

Civilian authors have published credible books on the Korean War and particularly The BATTLE OF
KAPYONG. Since 1999, David Burcuson, BLOOD ON THE HILLS, The PATRICIA’S; Ted Barris, DEADLOCK IN
KOREA; Dan Bjarnason, TRIUMPH AT KAPYONG; Terrance Cottrell, THE BATTLE OF KAPYONG; William
Johnston, FORTUNE FAVOURS THE BRAVE; Leif Gregerson, A HILL TOO HIGH; SK Roney, REMEMBERING
A DARK CLASH OF TWO ARMIES, to name a few. All have referenced the “gallant and distinguished
service in the field” of Lt. Mike Levy, detailing his initiative and selfless actions initiating and directing
from the target area, the “danger close” air burst (shrapnel) artillery fire, by the 16th Field Regiment,
RNZA.

Videos Have Been Produced on The Battle of Kapyong to Name a Few

A commemorative video titled “KAPYONG” produced by Screen Australia/Arcimedia with Film Victoria
— 2011, graphically includes the heroic actions of Lt. Mike Levy.

Veterans Affairs Canada - “Battle of Kapyong” — titled the danger close fire call “A Risky Move.”
Historica Canada — “The Battle of Kapyong” — Jeremy Diamond —2011. March 31, 2018.
Valorcanada.ca — “The Battle of Kapyong” — 2019.

Great Canadian War Stories - “Lt Mike Levy Recognition Delayed” - May 11, 2017.

Valor Canada — “Battle of KAPYONG” - Nov 8, 2013.

Youtube — “Battle of Kapyong” kwiteryabitchin - 27th Commonwealth Brigade - July 21, 2020.

The War Amps — “KOREA — Canada’s Forgotten War” March 31, 2016. Narration by Wayne Mitchell
DCM.

KEN McCALL - CANADIAN HERO
(Note the images in this story are from the Ken McCall Collection, B Company, 6 Platoon)

The Korean War has been called, “Canada’s Forgotten War.” Canadians don’t know the names of the
battles or the heroes who live among us. Kenneth McCall of Abernethy, Saskatchewan was one of
those heroes.

The United States Distinguished Unit Citation was awarded to the Second Battalion, Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry for extraordinary heroism and outstanding performance of combat duties in
action against the enemy near Kapyong, Korea on 24 and 25 April 1951. Ken McCall was one of those
who received this award.

On June 25, 1950 the North Korean army invaded South Korea. That afternoon in New York City, the
United Nations Security Council voted to take action against North Korea. As a member of the United
Nations, Canada was automatically involved. Canada did not declare war on North Korea maintaining
that the operation was a police action.

OnJune 30, 1950, United Nations command was established in Tokyo under American General Douglas
McArthur. On July 12, three Canadian destroyers were sent to the waters around Korea to serve with
the United Nations. The RCAF provided supply transporting supplies by air. By August, the Canadian
government authorized recruitment of the Canadian Army Special Force (CASF).
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Ken McCall In Front - On a Break

At Centre - Bren Gunner With a Beer
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The CASF was part of an international response to North Korean aggression. When the Canadian
Government put out an appeal for 1000 men to join a United Nation police action in the Far East, at
21, Kenneth McCall joined the Canadian Special Force in Regina. Like so many Canadian soldiers who
responded to the call and went to Korea, McCall came from a family with a military tradition. His father
was a veteran of World War I.

Prior to enlisting, McCall had been a tractor operator. He got his initial training with the CASF at Currie
Barracks in Calgary as a member of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. The Canadian
volunteer force joined American forces at a giant U.S. staging camp at Camp Lewis Washington. After a
week, an advance group was sent to establish a staging area or the main force when it reached Korea.
The trip to Korea involved a sea voyage of about two weeks to arrive in Yokohoma, Japan. Then, the
soldiers travelled by train for a day and a half to board another ship to Pusan, Korea. There a troop
train waited to transport the men in an overnight journey to their camp.

The Korean terrain was hilly, criss-crossed by valleys, rivers, swamps and rice paddies. The Korean and
Chinese soldiers used the hills to conceal their activities. They attacked at night. They wore rubber
shoes and quietly crept up on the Canadian positions. Then, they advanced in waves. The first wave
throwing grenades and firing their weapons, then disappearing as the next wave took over.

The Battle of Kap’yong fought on the 24th and 25th of April 1951 tested the Canadian troops. Quoting
from the Battle Honors Citation declared in the name of the President of the United States as public
evidence of the deserved honor and distinction of 2D Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry, the citation read,

“The enemy attacked savagely under the clangor of bugles and trumpets. The forward elements
were completely surrounded going through the first day and into the second. Again, and again
the enemy threw waves of troops at the gallant defenders, and many times succeeded in
penetrating the outer defense, but each time the courageous, indomitable and determined
soldiers repulsed the fanatical attacks. Ammunition ran low and there was no time for food.
Critical supplies were dropped by air to the encircled troops, but still they stood their ground
in resolute defiance of the enemy. With serene and indefatigable persistence, the gallant
soldiers held their defensive positions and took heavy tolls of the enemy. In some instances
when the enemy penetrated the defenses, the commanders directed friendly artillery fire on
their own positions in repelling the thrusts. Toward the close of the second day, the 25th of
April, the enemy break-through had been stopped. The seriousness of the break-through on
the central front had been changed from defeat to victory by the gallant stand of these heroic
and courageous soldiers. The 3D Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment; 2D Battalion, Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry and Company A, 72 Heavy Tank Battalion displayed such
gallantry determination and esprit de corps in accomplishing their mission under extremely
difficult and hazardous conditions as to set them apart and above other units participating in
the campaign, and by their achievements they have brought distinguished credit on themselves,
their homelands and all freedom-loving nations.1”

Note 1 - Battle Honors - Citation of Units, authorized by Executive Order 9396 (Sec. 1. WD Bul. 22,
1943), Department of Army, Washington, D.C. 19 July 1951.

Ken McCall was advised on March 25, 1988 by the Director Personnel Administration, National Defence
Headquarters, Ottawa that “a review of your military records has confirmed your entitlement to this
award.”

Ken McCall, from Abernethy, Saskatchewan now living in Courtney, British Columbia, is one of the
heroes among us.

It is understood Ken passed away in 2019.
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Ken McCall On Left -
Bren Gun Magazine Duty

Ken McCall — 2nd From Front
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National Archives  Archives nationales C 11
l *l of Canada du Canada dlna &
STATEMENT OF SERVICE
in the
CANADIAN ARMED FORCES
Name : Donald Sidney WORSFOLD
Service Rank or Number: B-800810
Branch of Service: Canadian Army (Special Force)
| Date and Flace of Birth: 4 March 1932 Toronto, Ont.
Date and Place of Appointment,
Enlistment or Enrolment: 16 August 1950 Toronto, Ont.

Theatres of Service:

Date and Place of Retirement
or Discharge:

Type of Retirement or Discharge:
Rank on Retirement or Discharge:

Medals and Decorations:

| Remarks:

15 January 1990

Date

ARG phad

Canada, United States of America and Far East

30 June 1952 Toronto, Ont.
Honourable
Private

Korea Medal and United Nations Service Medal
(Korea)

Was awarded the United States Distinguished
Citation (2 Bn. PPCLI)

Donald S Worsfold, C Company HQ, 60 mm Mortar Section.

Passed Away in 2006.
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THE KOREAN WAR VETERAN - JANUARY 28, 2019
INTERNET JOURNAL FOR THE WORLD’S VETERANS OF THE KOREAN WAR
The Battle of KAPYONG memorialized by 6.5-ton Kapyong Stone, shipped to Langley, British Columbia,

by GAPYEONG COUNTY community as a memorial tribute from the people of Gapyeong City and
County in January, 2019.

Battle of KAPYONG Memorial Stone — Langley, B.C. January 2019
From left: Michael Chang, Gapyeong Committee; Kenneth Hardie MP; Senator Yonah Martin; Langley
Mayor Jack Froese; Gapyeong Mayor Sungki Kim; Korean CG Byung-won Chung; Jung-soon Kwon;
Steve Lee KVA, Canada

Times Colonist
April 23, 2016

Re-Enactors Offer Reminder of Important Korean War Battle

Historical military re-enactors will aim to remind people of a forgotten battle in a forgotten war on
Sunday in Mount Douglas Park.

The re-enactors, dressed in Korean War uniforms, will interpret and discuss the courageous stand of
the Second Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, in the battle of Kapyong, April 22-25,
1951.
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Sunday marks the 65th anniversary of the battle, which saw forward battalions of the Canadian infantry
unit, as part of United Nations forces, stop an entire Chinese division during a fierce night battle.

It is perhaps one of the most important actions fought by Canadians during the Korean War, but also
one of the least known. The re-enactors will share a moment-by-moment story of the battle, using the
summit of Mount Douglas as their stage. All display firearms have been deactivated. The event runs
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, with the public invited to stop by to chat or reminisce.

Kapyong Veterans April 23, 2016. Victoria, B.C.
L — R Connor Thomas; Murray Edwards, PPCLI; Peter Chance, RCN; John Bishop, PPCLI;
Kyle MclIntosh; Tony Austin.

PPCLI Regimental Monuments and Memorials Manual

For a list and description of PPCLI memorial sites, world-wide, that commemorate The BATTLE of
KAPYONG, see the PPCLI Regimental Monuments and Memorials Manual, dated January 6, 2020, on
the PPCLI web site.

Other Links of Interest

For Information on the Korean Veterans Association, Unit 27 in Victoria, B.C., and a link to the National
Site, see www.kva27.ca.

Click here for photograph collection of 2 PPCLI in Korea 1950 to 1953 see P130, 51 pages.

Page 38


https://ppcli.com/publications/monuments-memorials/
https://www.kva27.ca/
https://ppcli.com/wp-content/uploads/P130-2PPCLI-in-Korea-1950-1953-photo-collection.pdf

from www.workpoint.opcmh.ca BATTLE OF KAPYONG

A Final Tribute
KOREA

To you I'll tell of raging hell

In a country across the sea

Where men once more are again at war
To keep free nations free

The enemy might show terrible fight

And men from both sides die

The pain and the blood, the rain and the mud
Make it hell and you wonder why

The big shells screech and they seem to reach
For you in your fighting slit

They land so near you’re filled with fear

As you see a buddy get hit

The machine guns chatter and rifles clatter
And you hear the dying scream

Where wounded fall there is a helpless call
Makes it all like a horrible dream

In quaint Pusan, white crosses stand
Where the bravest of soldiers lie
Where flowers grow and people go
To pray and softly cry

They fear no more the agonies of war

Of death and bodily pain

For they all paid heed to their country’s need
Now nothing but crosses remain

Author Unknown

A Poem by a Canadian Korean War Veteran - PPCLI
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Tuesday of this week was a holiday in Canada as millions of our citizens paused to renew the vow: “I Won’t
Forget”. On Remembrance Day the nation shared this soldier’s grief for his boyhood friends as Canadians

pay tribute to the war dead. At the United Nations cemetery in Pusan, Korea, L/Cpl. Robert John Sobol of
Vancouver kneels at the grave of Private Lloyd Keith Wylie - KIA - Hill 532 - March 7, 1951, a fellow member of
the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry who has given his life for freedom.

— National Defence Photo

A Moment of Reflection for Private Lloyd Keith Wylie - KIA - Hill 532 - March 7, 1951
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Beaudry, Bishop and Murphy. A Company, 2 Platoon, 2 PPCLI - Korea 1951
Photo - Russ Murphy Collection

PATRICIAN 1975-76,
Page 9

A portion of a summary tribute by General G. Stilwell, C in C - UN Command, at the unveiling of a
monument to the PPCLI at Neechon, Kapyong, Korea, November 7, 1975.

“The situation was perilous, the requirement was awesome. A CCF breakthrough threatened —
with the resultant cutoff and annihilation of UNC units that were in the process of withdrawal. The
Commonwealth Brigade, blooded and battle-tested, held the key to the route south — held it with such
a fierce tenacity that the only ground the enemy gained was that covered with its own dead.”

“The Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry proved here at Kapyong that its brilliant history, hard won
during two world wars, could still inspire those who served in its ranks. The fighting Princess Pats pounded the

enemy with every weapon available, engaged in hand-to-hand when the lines were infiltrated and called down
supporting fire on the battalion position, on their own heads, when the battle hung in the balance.”
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PPCLI Badges — Created by Sgt. R. J. Adams — PPCLI
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R | PEAC

Prerigmed by
Sg1 B (Bob) Adams (C12)
Reetired (F.F.C 11}

PPCLI Korea Badges — Created by Sgt. R. J. Adams — PPCLI

— Jack Bates
PPCLI Association
Victoria Branch
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2 PPCLI Nominal Roll

Kapyong 24/25 April 1951

This nominal roll was prepared by Russ Murphy, 2627 Yardarm Rd, Pender Island, B.C.
VoN 2M2

The nominal roll is probably incomplete and there are some spelling mistakes.
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