' Forgotten Monument of the Past

FORT MACAULAY

In 1878 a lort was carved oul
of the rock and earth of Es-
quimualt’s Macanlay Painl. Sinee
then, through two world wars, for
almost a century, Fort Macanlay
hae guarded the entrance 1o the
twin harbors of YVictoria and Fs-
quimalt.

Miew §le once stalwarl bafberies are crambling
avergrown with grass and bustes, its walls covered
an ctescese grafivil, It is @ forgotien mossment (s

the past remembered omly while uselui. An
antemate Machribur

The oiithiesk of ke Risslan-Tirkish war in

i
Fis.

&7, ihrew Enrope into 8 turmoil Rustia's ad-
wamces hiy the following vesr had threatensd to cut
offl Britian's connections with ndia, asd it semed
Flmwes| inevitable that the Britich Empire wosid be
drawn it the conflet.

S0, when & of five Huaslan warships
snciored bm Sam Franciseo Bay in February, 1F7E
Vwloria businessmen  Teared (b worsl Locsl
banks franibeally trassferred their cash apd
securilios peres e sirgit b Port .ﬁmﬂﬂ

A lew daye loler s lone warship, the Fussion
Krevzer, anchored in Esymmalt karbor. C N
Mazimsof. the captian, clsimed to have heen forend
in by bad westher for & refit and profemsd to be (g-
raranl of the pendisg threat of war, The next day
thoiigh, he slipped out of harbor, leaving bocal
fecril g elaliois dveiren il volinlesrs

alternoon gun plalbarms were being dug
oul of the rocks ai Finlayson and Vicloria points
betow DBesron Hill, Platform guns on naval car-

" ,E,_n;. 'k W
W Rt Mo

FORT MACAULAY'S QF smx-inch guns walched over Sirait in 1037,
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riages werg mounted there the following
consiruction was hegun on earthworks on ;ihﬂ:

Civilian laborers working 11 hours a day._ seven
daws o week. had compleded parthwork hablerss at
M.:mnuhg: Foimd and Brothers Teland by Aug, 30,

B3

Ford Macaulaxy was armed with three seven
bnch guns on naval carmages. The gun smplee-
menls were sunk twen and & half fset nto the grosnd
and Fort Macaulay's lirst guns were pediled out 1o
men. Pt and rall Bnces weie I:rhll.lh‘l'l.ldﬂunl Lo
kiap cattle out of the Forl

Twonty vears later, by ai ngm-m-nl Il ween
Hrilain and Canaia in 105, Major H. H. Manrhead
il e Raval Engimesrs arfived in Vicloria. Le
began preparations for extensive work in ibe
Parific furis.

The followinmg year, 20 Sappers of the ish
i Foriress) Company from Halifax began work on
Forl Macaulay. They demaolished the obsolele carth
and wood hatterses, replacing them with stronger
womcrele anld earihworks,

Fart Macauliy was comgiletal by (e Koyl
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Engineers in LG and three six-inch disappearing
guns were fibied there in June of the following vear
Al that time FEsquimall was the headgiiariers of
the Rowal Navy im the Norih Pacefc and thiree or
four warships were almost constantly anchored in
the harbor. Then just a small town foer miles frem
Verioria, Esquimalt consisted of one strest with
lamding stages at the hesd end. & single mad travwel-
bed by electric tram car conmsclad it 10 Vietoria
T sessist Fort Maraulay in serving the vital
Funidion of guanding FEsquimall arbor sad is nagr
diwkvanls From al lsck by gea, Fort Fodd Hill was
busilt o the western share of the harbor's entrance.
Then. in 19086, the Royal Mavy abandaned s
quimakt as & Mieed base and the Havsl Garrison Ar-
Ullery lollawed laler B Whe saie wear, ledving
conslal delace o Canadieh |Fups
By Ut oiitbreak of B First Wosld War, respon-
sibility of ibe manning of Fort Macaulay had fallen
o ke Sth (B.L. | Coast Brigade. .
The Fifth had its mots in Victaria when, in
1860, Viciorias businessmen raised a voluntecr i
Tl ovrgs £0 delend (i Calony in the unlikely ovent
o stiack

* W

Throughosi the First World War. Forl
Macaulay was garrisoned by men of the Fifth tegi-
ment. The war was destant, bowever, and remasmed
far removed from Victoria. The homse froat,
although prepared. was never threatenid

Two of Macaulay's six-inch dissppraring
gars were removed in 1823 and replaced by two
qpuirk-firing six-inch guss. One of Seem, mounsed in
ihae contre habiery, was taken from the deck of a
Canaalinn warship, Balh HMOE Rainbae aml HWMCS
HKurura are feconded B various sources as sepply
ing this gun. HMCS Rainbow was decommissioned
amed scrapped in 1830 while HMUS Aarora began ser
wice B8 4 bralming vessel In & hall-Matilla of
dslropers the mexl year. She el Esguimsll for
Halitax ism early June, 1921, just thiee monthe slier
vér firsl appearance in Vicboria

4 prepargtion for the Second Workd War, Ford
Efficsulay was again re-armed o 1908

Al three gars were remeved and Foplaced by
Aweo rsdern bresch-Jusding so-inch guns capable al
a maximem range of~4,000 yards, Number ws
emplavement, ibe cenbre of the three, becams the
war gheller, Anli-aircrall guns were installed amd a
huge rangelinder was mounted on 1be roof of the
battery command post on the hill top

Soon after Pearl Harbor, Japanese submarines
began sinking mg:pm.g up and dows the wesi coast
frovm Maxidn o B

n Eunday, .Iun.l: T, 1942, a amall American
Freighler was punk by a sgle Japanese torpedo in
Juan de Fera Strait 4 miles west of Roce Focks.
Fulty of the crew were rescued {ram the icy walers,
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FOR OFENING OF FROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY July 10, 1578, Fort Macaulay Tived 13-gun salute

ane died, and the war Bad boen brought 0 ¥ictoria s
donrstep.

Frightenad Yictorians built themsalves pon-
erete b shellers” and dug sl umheu out of
their ganfens. P &l
Uruve el withowt rl.-mnp Ilﬂm th} earried heavily
Einbersd and padded pllol houses

Everyone was suddenly conscims of Japaness
sibmarines walching (he activities from  just
bevend the breakwaler. Barbed wire was sirung i
s bre sls seross Macaolay Poind,

Soan sflerwards & Japanose mebmarineg, Uhe 1-
3. mirfgeed off shore jusi 150 mdlee Trea Vicloria.
It erralically amd imelleclively shelled the
lighthouse ad Estevan Puainl. since the shells fell
frve or six mikes indand, i i guite likely chat the
submaring’s commander thought himsedl o be off
Fachena Poini 1o the south and was aiminsg al Bam-
field cable statbom. In any event, -3 was sunk
Eomelime lader ab Casds)esne]

Then, an June 67, 1942, adter heavy aml oon-
tinuous bwmbardment, the Japanese mvaded the
Sleutians hodding iwo idlands. Kiska and At

Ddy 15W mibes from Vieloria, the war was
dangerously close, Viclorians were Laaghi sir rasd
dhelensive messures, sved gas mosks, aed prac-
ticesd frequeml black ouls. Once agaim, e forie
Were Fi-arivsl

Faort Mury Hill, #40 fect above b quaraniine
station at Willkem Head, and equipped wilh six-mo
puns om 1Gde mmEnlings in Aigest, B4 con-
erilbed the water from SooEe# Inlel, soross the Strakt
o Part Angeles
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Forl Maraukay, manied by the 6lth Cosst Bal-
tery, jook cosind of e suler and secondary
dedenves of the forttess area with its close dedence
wballed in 198 I
niw ksl in histery, the 50d Heavy Anil-

Airdradl Hallory Bk Forl Macaulay, s four
Tanch guns amd plobiing ) sAo0d b wiie
Ansan 5L and Macaulay, nor il ol Munng, MNow |Bere

e amly hiesecy e
Far re thal a vear, (he Japaness beld their
sl When (he Amerweass and Coana-
d on Boska, Aug. 15, rE they bound il
although Aitu hod lallen three monhs
e wmly alier heavy tighiing
By the end of ihe Serond World War, Forl
aihar ballapgs defonded Lhe
aria amd Esguanakl
t Hadd Hill's Belmenl Batlery delended the
weslern s of s enirance to Esgmmall harbour.
Thie: Tart’s wgpesr and bower badteries, dismounied
belnre the Second World War, doted hack tn Hes
Uiher balteries al Christopher Polai, Mary
Bhll, Alberi Head, Donize Hosd, Black Rock, Gall

Hill and Chgden Poinl, coimaprisal the deflenices, sup-
parted by 17 starchlighi posts from Clover Polai o
Williarm Head.

Five Fortress (Jbsprwilon Posis from Maoani
Toldile 1e Church Hil, direcieddire ouf inbo Ehé
Straits snder the girection of 8 Fire Comanmnd Fos
an Triangh Mounlaim and a Foriress Ploiting
R ai Peri Hodd Hill.

* & W

Afler the war, the Fifth was demsbiliend ani
refumed b i85 traditlonal peace time role of MNon-
Fermanenl Active Miliia

Farl Macgulay, almg with the rest of the
Pacilic defences, wan declored obsolete in 19066, 1es
pung were repwved and everyfhing cocepd the
sireciures themeetves have long sinco vamished.

ltx roncrebe hatieries remain in sibesd aifirma.
tion of the past, an awesome manumesi 1o an un-
Jought war

Tanghed coils of rustedl harbed wire, emply
rubdde-sirewn harracks, aml corroded iron gus

i

murends are all casualtios of the conlinsous allacks
ol winter siorms

Ueop under the gun mounls, the dungeon- e
magaiineg are dark and wgly. The shell Fecetses
are walded shisf. The earihworks are 3t evident,
Ehatigh overgromn with comoried linde windswept
bishes,

Troops ence marched proudly on the flais
around Fert Macaulay and men of the Fifth kepd a
waichiul six-yesr guard from their balliop post in
e face of war

Taday only deseried busldings and infrequent
sireflers maintain e hmely vigil Bui Forl
Macalay is must impressive i s siale of Jopely
direlichion.

It deserves betber, taugh, after almost & cm-
twry of fmithfel service,

NOTE: The bistiricnl pholographs are
erediged (o Fort Aodd 1IN historie records e
vion with all my thanks for thedr belp

FORT MACAULAY, 1947
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